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Form I-983: Training Plan 
for STEM OPT Students

The I-983 serves as your “training plan” while on STEM OPT. It outlines your 
learning objectives with your STEM OPT employer. 

• You must complete an I-983 with your employer in order to receive your STEM OPT I-20. 
The I-983 is a government requirement. 

• You should only complete pages 1-4 of the I-983 when applying for your STEM OPT I-20.

• You do not upload your I-983 to your I-765 application with USCIS.
• The completed I-983 is retained by ISS.

• However, if the government requests for your I-983, it must be provided to them. 

• If your employer has any questions about STEM OPT or their responsibilities, they are 
welcome to contact ISS at uwiss@uw.edu.  

• We also have a webpage HERE with information on employing F-1 visa holders. 

https://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/i983.pdf
mailto:uwiss@uw.edu
https://iss.washington.edu/employing-international-students/


Section 1: Student 
Information

The SEVIS School 
code is written on 
your I-20. 

The “From” date is 
the day after your 
Post-Completion 
OPT ends. The “To” 
date is two years 
later minus one day.

Example: 
Post-Completion 
OPT ends 06/13/2025
From: 06/14/2025 
To: 06/13/2027

Provide the STEM 
Major Name and CIP 
Code as written on 
page 1 of your I-20. 

Provide your degree 
level: Bachelor’s, 
Master’s, Doctorate.

Enter the USCIS# listed 
on your Post-Completion 
OPT EAD card. 

Provide a DSO’s name 
and contact information 
as listed on the ISS 
website HERE.

Include a DSO name 
and the UW ISS  email 
address and phone 
number.

Date your STEM 
degree was awarded 
(written on your UW 
transcript). 

Answer “No” if you are applying for 
STEM OPT based on your most recent 
degree from UW. Answer “Yes” if you 
are applying based on a degree earned 
at a previous degree level. 

Section 1 is completed by the 
student.

https://iss.washington.edu/stem-opt-extension/tips-i-983/


Section 2: Student 
Certification

Review this section and sign either 
in ink or digitally. 

In the second line, print or type 
your name. 

Accepted Signatures:

Wet Signatures: Print out the I-983 
and sign with a pen. 

Digital Signatures: Use a digitally 
reproduced copy of your signature 
(made by scanning your “wet” 
signature) or physically sign your 
pdf with an electronic pen.
We also accept electronic 
signatures authenticated through 
apps such as DocuSign.

Note: You should not simply 
change the font of your typed 
name to cursive. 



Section 3: Employer 
Information

Provide the 
company’s NAICS 
Code. The company’s 
HR should have this 
code. 

Provide salary 
information. 

If your position is not 
salaried, you can 
write your hourly 
wage and frequency 
of pay (i.e., biweekly, 
monthly). 

Optional: If there will be 
additional compensation, 
please include that here. 

Examples: Bonuses, housing 
stipends, company stock. 

Enter the STEM 
employer’s name 
and address 
information.

If this is a company 
with multiple 
locations, provide 
the headquarters 
address. 

Enter your start date of employment under STEM OPT. 

Note: If you are continuing work with this employer 
from your Post-Completion OPT period, this date 
would be your STEM OPT start date. 

Approximate 
number of 
U.S. 
employees in 
the company. 

Enter the employer’s 
9-digit Employer ID 
Number (EIN).

Section 3 should be completed by 
your employer, not you. 

But here are some tips in case your employer 
has questions. 



Section 4: Employer 
Certification

Make sure your employer 
reviews section 4 and 
understands the 
responsibilities of the I-983. 

This section can be signed 
by any individual in the 
employer’s organization 
who is familiar with the 
training plan. 

Accepted Signatures:

Wet Signatures: Print out the 
I-983 and sign with a pen. 

Digital Signatures: Use a 
digitally reproduced copy of 
their signature (made by 
scanning your “wet” 
signature) or physically sign 
the pdf by using an electronic 
pen.
We also accept electronic 
signatures authenticated 
through apps such as 
DocuSign.

Note: You should not simply 
change the font of your typed 
name to cursive. 



Section 5: Training Plan for 
STEM OPT Students (1/3)

Enter the physical 
address of where 
you will be working. 

100% Remote Work:
If your work is fully 
remote, you may 
write your home 
address.

Enter the employing 
organization’s name. 

Provide the information of an individual within the 
company’s organization who is familiar with your 
position and will oversee your performance. 

This is likely your direct manager/supervisor. 

The “Site Name” might be the same name as the employer name 
in Section 3. 

If you are working anywhere other than company headquarters, 
provide the name of the worksite where you will be physically 
working. 

100% Remote Work: If your work is fully remote, you may write 
“Employee’s Home”. 

Section 5 is completed by both you 
and your employer. 



Section 5: Training Plan for 
STEM OPT Students (2/3)

Answer these questions thoroughly 
and in complete sentences.

Make sure to address each section 
of the prompt.



Section 5: Training Plan for 
STEM OPT Students (3/3)

This section is optional. You may leave this blank if there are no 
additional remarks. 

If your employer chooses to write their responses to Section 5 on a 
separate document, please indicate that here. You can write “View 
attached addendum”. Make sure you include that addendum in 
your STEM OPT I-20 request. 



Section 6: Employer 
Official Certification

Make sure your employer reviews section 4 and 
understands the responsibilities of the I-983. 

This section can be signed by any individual in 
the employer’s organization who is familiar with 
the student’s training plan. It does not need to be 
the same individual who signed Section 4, 
however it can be. 

Accepted Signatures:

Wet Signatures: Print out the I-983 and sign with a pen. 

Digital Signatures: Use a digitally reproduced copy of 
their signature (made by scanning your “wet” signature) 
or physically sign the pdf by using an electronic pen.
We also accept electronic signatures authenticated 
through apps such as DocuSign.

Note: You should not simply change the font of your 
typed name to cursive. 



Page 5: Evaluations

• You should not complete page 5 of the I-983 when you apply for your 
STEM OPT I-20.

• You will work on page 5 for your 12-month and 24-month STEM OPT 
Validation Reports. You can read more about this on our website HERE.

• You will also be expected to complete the Final Evaluation on page 5 if 
you leave your employer before the end of your STEM OPT period. 

https://iss.washington.edu/stem-opt-extension/#:%7E:text=STEM%20Reporting%20Responsibilities
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